
2011 New York Ride Participants 

Alan Abrams is a supervisor of 
Clinical Pastoral Education. This 
summer he taught at the Jewish 
Theological Seminary. 

Rachel Ackoff worked as an 
environmental organizer in DC for 
four years, before joining Adamah 
this summer. In the fall she will be 
starting a masters program at NYU in 
Nonprofit Management and Jewish 
Studies.  She enjoys riding her bike 
around the city, camping and hiking, 
Jewish meditation, and playing 
board games. 

Edward Angert was raised on Long 
Island as a young, year-round 
commuter and has recently traded 
his car in favor of more time on his 
bicycle. He works for Hazon and 
hopes to both ride a half-century 
and stop buying a monthly train 
ticket by the end of the year. 

Aryea Aranoff 
grew up in 
Brooklyn and has 
lived in New York 
almost my entire 
life. He is a former 
middle school 
Judaic Studies 
teacher on the Upper West Side, and 
now works as a corporate 
consultant. 

Tsvi Aranoff rode in the Israel Ride 3 
years ago and loved it and has 
become a big biker ever since. This is 
his first NY Ride. Tzvi lives in DC and 
works at the FDA. He is riding with 
his brother, Aryea Leyb. 

David Azer is part of Adamah, the 
Jewish Farming Fellowship at 
Isabella Freedman, this summer. This 
is his first 2-day ride and really 
excited to be sharing this experience 
with his Dad, Howard.  

Howie Azer is a veteran rider who 
has biked over 6,000 miles for 
charity to date. He is married and is 
the father of two young adult sons, 
both of whom are avid cyclists. One 
(David) is an Adamah Fellow who 
will be on the ride this year. 

Elise Barber is originally from East 
TN and a recent graduate of Hebrew 
College in Newton, MA.  She is 
currently a cantor at Congregation 
Beth Israel in Worcester, MA and 
Temple Beth El in Springfield, MA. 
She is married to Rabbi Benjamin 
Weiner, the rabbi of the Jewish 
Community of Amherst, in Western 
Massachusetts, a community that 
places a high value on local 
resilience and sustainability. 

Yisroel Bass 
is co-founder 
of Yiddish 
Farm, new 
organization 
that lays the 
foundations 
for a Jewish 
community 
that is land 
based, 

pluralistic, and Yiddish speaking. He 
is an Adamah alum and senior at 
CCNY. 

Shari Becker is excited to be doing 
the ride for the first time with her 
son, Matt, who is becoming a bar 
mitzvah in November. Matt Becker 
is a seventh grader at Eisenhower 
middle school.  Matt is enjoying his 
summer at Chipinaw@Silver Lake. 
The middle of 3 boys, Matt is a fan of 
the Giants, Devils and Yankees. The 
Becker family lives in Wyckoff, NJ. 
Shari is a clinical psychologist 
practicing in Ridgewood. 

Judith Belasco is the Director of 
Food Programs at Hazon. She is 
excited to be at her 5th NY Ride and 
hopes to see everyone at next year's 
Food Conference. Mark Berkowitz 
loves being a Hazon staff spouse. 
While he misses riding the century, 
he is happy to be here for Shabbat 
with Judith and their son Noah, 
almost 2. Mark is an Assistant 
Principal in NYC. 

Laura Bellows is the director of Teva 
Learning Center’s national 
congregational and community 
programs.  She lives in Washington, 
DC.  

Rabba Nehama Benmosche is the 
rabbi at Am Haskalah in Allentown, 
PA. She will be cheering with son, 
Eliyashu Benmosche-Lieberman.   
Her husband Jacob Lieberman will 
be riding with the Recon Riders.  

Joel Tal Berenbaum is a fall Teva 
Educator.  

Annie Berger comes to Hazon from 
the Rainforest Alliance. Originally 
from Bethesda, MD, Annie is now a 
happy resident of Brooklyn where 
she is active in the food movement, 
horticulture and yoga. 

Janna Berger is the Adamah Field 
Manager.  

Dasee Berkowitz and Leon Morris 
live in Sag Harbor, NY. This is her 
third ride, his fifth and the first for 3 
year old Tamir (he is a mean 
tricyclist!) and 11 month old Yael.  
Leon is the rabbi of Temple Adas 
Israel and came to the Ride with 
other avid cyclists from the 
synagogue. Aside from being a 
mom, rebbetzen and wife, Dasee is a 
Jewish educational consultant and 
business owner of JLife Consulting. 

Arthur Bocian 
has been 
participating in 
Hazon's NY 
Rides since 
2007. Please 
don't ask him 
about Jon Drill - 

it's still too painful. 

Jason Bonder's fun claim to fame is 
that he pitched for the Tel Aviv 
Lightning in the Israel Baseball 
League. He is now a rabbinical 
student at RRC. 

David and Cheryl Brass will both be 
on crew for their 3rd Hazon ride 
along with their son, Zachary. David 
is a Senior Research Engineer at 
Infineum, USA, in Linden, NJ, 
working to improve engine 
durability. Cheryl is a music teacher 
in her home studio, teaching Suzuki 
violin, viola and guitar. Zachary is 
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most exited about being able to 
walk at this year’s ride - he’ll be 1 ½ 
years old! 

Michael Brochstein is a NYC-based 
Hazonik who spends his free time 
hiking and image making. This will 
be his third NY Ride working as a 
photographer. In May he 
photographed the California Ride.  

Margaret and Mike Bromberg 
have lived in Sag Harbor for the past 
30 years.  Margaret loves cycling 
around the village and doing the 
ride with their daughter, Minna.  
Mike with be cheering the family on 
from the medic car.  

Minna Bromberg is the rabbi of 
Kesher Zion Synagogue in Reading, 
PA. She also teaches on voice and 
spirituality and helps individuals and 
communities find their most 
authentic voices. 

David Brotsky loves the outdoors 
and doing events with nice folks like 
those at Hazon. He grew up in NJ 
and Pittsburgh, and currently lives 
on the Upper West Side. 

This will be Gerald Buchoff’s 
second ride through the hills of NY 
State with Hazon. What a thrill to 
ride with such fabulous people and 
raise money for the environment at 
the same time! 

Yael Buechler is excited to be on 
her second NY ride. She is grateful 
for having met Yair Kramer on last 
year's ride, and they are now team 
Ya-Ya. Yael recently graduated from 
JTS Rabbinical School and is known 
for her weekly manicures based on 
the Parsha or holiday. 

Michael Bush is a recent college 
graduate from Binghamton 
University with a BS in 
Bioengineering. He will be an 
Adamah fellow this fall. During the 
summer, he will be touring the 
country on a bicycle.  Michael is 
looking forward to being inspired 
and challenged on this trip. 

Sarah Chandler, Associate Director 
of Adamah, is a Jewish experiential 
educator, community activist, 
spiritual leader, and blogger. She has 
her M.A. in Jewish Communal and 
Experiential Education and Hebrew 
Bible from JTS, and has been an 
educator with the Teva Learning 
Center since 2003. 

Susan Cohen is a recently retired 
social worker, interested in human-
animal bond and the environment, 
looking forward to weekend with 
family and meeting new people over 
the weekend.  

Cheryl Cook is currently Acting 
Executive Director and Chief 
Operating Officer at Hazon. She 
joined Hazon in 2006 after being 
actively involved as a participant 
since 2002. Originally from Detroit, 
Cheryl credits the amazing 
influences of Habonim Dror, Hillel 
Day School, and her family in giving 
her an early grounding in Jewish life 
and passion for vibrant Jewish 
community.  Cheryl is joined on the 
ride by her husband Devin Cohen 
and son Isaac.  The Honorable Devin 
Cohen is a civil court judge - 1st 
District in Brooklyn and our EMT for 
the weekend.  The family lives in 
Brooklyn. 

Kate Cook is a former general 
surgeon, currently a rabbinical 
student at Reconstructionist 
Rabbinical College. She is mother of 
two grown boys.  

Rob Daley lives in Millburn, NJ. This 
is his 7th NY Ride. He is the co-chair 
of the Environmental Action Hevra 
at Congregation Bnai Jeshurun and 
vice-president of the board of the 
New Jersey Jewish News.  

Aaron Desatnik is one of our 
amazing mechanics on the Ride. He 
is a research analyst at Iridian Asset 
Management, an equity 
management firm in the New York 
City area. He is joined by his wife and 
former Hazon intern, Jenna Levy.   

Boaz Dolny-Lipsy is riding in his 
sixth consecutive ride and his third 
as a rider. Boaz will be a freshman at 
the Abraham Joshua Heschel School 
in Manhattan this year. Talia Dolny-
Lipsy is participating in her 5th NY 
Ride and her second as a rider. Talia 
is going to be a freshman at The 
Churchill School in Manhattan.  Their 
father Mark Lipsy looking forward 
to his sixth consecutive Labor Day 
ride! He’ll be joined by his girlfriend 
Lisa.  Mark is co-captain of the B’nai 
Jeshurun Revolutionaries.  

Jon Drill and his son Josh (15) are 
once again riding in this year’s 
Hazon NY bike ride.  Members of the 
extended Drill family are veteran 
Hazonicks with eleven years of 
experience, participating in years of 
NY Rides and Israel Rides.  Jon is a 
land use and zoning attorney during 
the week and, for fun, was a past NY 
Ride Co-Chair and is current member 
of the Hazon Board of Directors.  

Josh is now 
15 years old 
and a 
sophomore 
at Golda 
Och 
Academy 
(formerly 
Solomon 
Schechter 
Day School) 
in West 

Orange. 

Robert Dudnick is an enthusiastic 
cyclist. 

Biking is one 
of Danny 
Dunn's many 
hobbies, 
which 
include 
photography, 
flying planes, 
photography, 
and 
genealogy. He has worked on Wall 
Street for 27 years, and has been 
married to his wife, Amy Gordon, 
for 30 years. Amy is a registered 
dietitian, holistic nutritionist, mother 
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of 3 (all of whom have ridden in NY 
ride), dogaholic. They lay claim to 
three wonderful kids--Jacob, Avi, 
and Molly. Avi is happy to be back 
riding again with his family. 

David 
Eisenberg has 
a patient 
family.  He is 
looking 
forward to 
completing 
the "Hazon 
Trifecta" in 
2011 -- the 
California, 
New York, and 
Israel Rides! 

There is still plenty of time to 
register for the 2011 Israel Ride, let's 
talk... 

Menachem Yankl Ejdelman is on 
team Yiddish Farm. He is from 
Washington Heights originally, 
speaks Yiddish, fixes computers, 
likes math, has red hair, and enjoys 
transposing minor key songs into 
major and vice versa.  

Naftali Ejdelman is one of the 
founders of Yiddish Farm. He speaks 
a Ukranian dialect of Yiddish and 
used to work at Teva.  Naftali is 
joined by his parents Leon 
Ejdelman and Rukhul Schaecheter. 
Rukhul is a writer for the Forward.  

Michael Ekstract loves world music, 
hiking and swimming. He is a a 
publisher, writer, speaker and new 
media consultant. Michael co-
founded eco magazine Verdant, 
served as Director of Marketing at 
the USGBC and had several 
marketing roles at TV network 
Comedy Central. 

Barat Ellman is a Rabbi and 
Professor of Hebrew Bible, married 
to fellow-rider Jay Golan. They are 
parents of 2 lovely young women, 
and live in Park Slope, Brooklyn. Jay 
is a consultant to nonprofit 
institutions for marketing and 
development. 

Estelle and Joe Epstein biked from 
Fort Lee to Nyack on their first date 
and have tried to raise their children, 
Merav and Itai as bike riders. Joe is a 
lab specialist at the High School for 
Environmental Studies and Estelle is 
a part-time Hazzan. 

Elana Ernstoff is a scientist by trade 
and a bike enthusiast. 

Rita Esquenazi is thrilled to return 
for her second NY Ride and to serve 
on this year's Logistics Committee. 
She is also a runner and completed 
her first half marathon in early 2011. 
Rita works for the American Jewish 
Joint Distribution Committee. 

John Feinberg is a dedicated 
Hazon-nik having done many rides 
in NY and Israel. He and his wife, 
Rachel Preiser, are crewing for the 
first time. They celebrated their 
wedding in June.  

Andy Fischer and Linda Jason are 
returning for their seventh New York 
ride after a year off to attend a 
wedding.  Andy will be riding with 
Linda cheering him on. 

 Jackie Fishman is from Staten 
Island and now lives on the Upper 
West Side. She works at Natan.  

Susan Fishman is an Upper West 
Sider. She loves sports, baking and 
kayaking.  

David Fitterman is excited to 
participate in his third ride.  He is a 
member of the Logistics Committee.  

Karin Fleisch lives and dances in 
Brooklyn, prays at Altshul, and swims 
in oceans. She recently left her job at 
the Food Bank For New York City 

and plans to 
start a 
masters 
program at 
NYU in the 
fall. She 
serves on the 
board of Uri 
L'Tzedek.  

Sharon Forman is a first time rider, 
her sister, Jessica, is the ride co-chair. 
She is very excited to support her. 

Elana Friedman is a rabbinical 
student at RRC. She is joining the 
ride to make an awesome video 
about the Recon Riders! 

Jake Friedman, 31, is an animator, 
and I love the environment and 
riding my bike in New York.  

Josh Gitlitz is 
excited to 
have 
meticulously 
planned the 
ride's new 
routes this 
year as a 
member of 
the Ride 

Steering Committee.  Josh lives in 
Brooklyn NYC. 

Steve Golden is the Judaic Director 
at the Kaplen JCC on the Palisades in 
Tenafly, NJ, and co-coordinator of 
the JCC's Hazon Tuv Ha'aretz CSA. 
He received semikhah from the 
Institute of Traditional Judaism. He is 
at the beginning of a journey to turn 
his backyard into a permaculture 
mini-farm.  

Nancy Greenbaum returned to NYC 
several years ago after a ten-year 
detour in Tallahassee, Florida -- and 
will never move from NYC again! She 
is a biochemistry researcher/teacher.  

Andy Greenberg is a union 
organizer based in New York City.  

Chad Haller and Jessica Haller are 
back for their third NY Ride. Chad is 
an ophthalmologist in Astoria, NY, 
and bike commutes there and back 
from Riverdale in the Bronx. Jessica 
is an environmental entrepreneur 
who left corporate America in 2006 
to pursue a more sustainable planet 
and landed briefly at Hazon. They 
are joined by kids: Leila (9), Avery 
(6), and new baby Chloe. 

Anna Hanau is the Associate 
Director of Food Programs at Hazon. 
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She is the co-author of Food for 
Thought, Hazon’s Sourcebook on 
Jews, Food and Contemporary Life, 
written during her previous stint at 
Hazon (2004-2007).  She lives in 
Brooklyn with her husband, Naftali 
Hanau, and keeps a flock of chickens 
in her backyard. Naf is the founder of 
Grow and Behold Foods, a kosher 
pastured meat company that 
delivers delicious, sustainable 
pastured meats right to your door.  

Jenna Harris is originally from 
Cincinnati, Ohio. She is an Adamah 
Fellow this summer and is looking 
forward to her first Hazon Ride. She 
loves bikes, books, good food and 
art. 

Shaina Hecht, 25, lives in Brooklyn.  
She is a yoga instructor. Shaina 
attended Emory University in 
Atlanta. After graduation, she 
moved to Israel where she studied at 
the Arava Institute on Kibbutz 
Ketura in the Negev. 

Joel Hecker is Assoc. Prof. of Jewish 
Mysticism at RRC and currently 
translating the Zohar on Song of 
Songs. 

Abram Heisler has worked as a solo 
lawyer for twenty years. He is active 
in his congregation in Norwalk, CT.  
Abram is married to Riva Silverman 
and they have three wonderful 
children. 

De Herman is grateful and excited 
to do the 2011 Ride in honor of two 
milestones: her son Ben 
(Rosenthal)'s move to the "Left 
Coast" to begin an MBA in 
Sustainable Design and to mark the 
35th anniversary since she cycled 
cross country on the Bike Centennial 
'76 trail. 

David Hoffman completed his PhD 
and got married to Shuli Passow 
this year. He is a professor of Talmud 
at JTS. This is his 10th NY Ride. Shuil 
has been involved with Hazon since 
2004 as a member of Hazon’s first 
CSA and is now a member of the 
board.  

Jeff Hoffman is Rabbi in Residence 
and Professor of Rabbinics and 
Liturgy at The Academy for Jewish 
Religion, a pluralistic rabbinical and 
cantorial seminary in Riverdale, NY. 
He is married to rider Laurie 
Hoffman. They are parents to Shaia, 
Shulie and rider Yossi.  Laurie is 
transitioning from being a full time 
Jewish educator to becoming a 
certified classical Homeopath.  

Yossi Hoffman is the web and 
digital media administrator at the 
Rabbinical Assembly. He is also a 
recording engineer, specializing in 
sound design. Yossi is very excited to 
be participating in his first ever NY 
ride. Go team Kehilat Hadar! 

Daniel Infeld is the Food Programs 
Associate at Hazon, and a graduate 
of Clark University in Worcester, MA.  
Daniel loves cooking, eating, 
smelling, and learning about food, 
especially when it leads to spending 
time with friends and loved ones 
around the Shabbat table.   

Elana Jacob is an aspiring lawyer, 
native to New York, who is 
participating in this ride with her 
father as a one-day rider.  

Howard Jacob is an attorney from 
Queens who has recently become an 
avid bike rider. He is participating in 
the one-day ride with his daughter, 
Elana. 

Rachel Jacoby Rosenfield is the co-
founder and director of the Jewish 
Greening Fellowship of Isabella 
Freedman.  Paul Rosenfield is very 
excited to be returning for his 3rd 
New York Ride with children, 
Maayan (6th grade) and Yonah (3rd 
grade) cheering him on.  

Brenda and David Jaffe are ardent 
supporters of the Arava Institute. 
They have yet to do the Israel ride, 
but are so excited to be able to do 
this one this year. Look for them on 
the purple tandem! 

Olivia Joly is coming to Hazon 
events since the Shabbaton of the 

Israel ride in 07, 10 days before she 
got married to Ezra Weinberg. She 
loves food and is excited to 
introduce their little boy, Benjamin, 
to all kinds of healthy dishes when 

he's ready.  
Ezra is 
excited to 
chair the 
2011 ride 
and 
celebrate 
with his 
family.  

Brian 
Kabcenell 

rides a bicycle as often as possible, 
for exercise, maintenance of his 
small amount of remaining sanity, 
and just because he likes it. 

Donna Kahan is thrilled to ride this 
year with my 14 year old daughter, 
Makayla. She is excited to raise 
money for a great cause. Donna is a 
working mom, wife, daughter of an 
aging holocaust survivor and so 
happy to be on the Hazon NY ride.  
Makayla is going to be a freshman at 
Northern Valley Regional High 
School in the fall. 

Nancy Kahn is a shrink type on the 
Upper West Side in her sixties. She 
I've ridden the Israel Ride twice, just 
finished the California Ride (terrific), 
and this is my 2nd New York Ride. So 
that makes me a hopeless Hazon 
addict! 

Rabbi Mark Kaiserman (sometimes 
known as "Saul's brother") finds 
casual bike riding fun. Not as fun as 
the movies, but still a good time that 
has taken him "causally" via bike to 
Central Europe, Vermont, Maine, and 
3 previous Hazon rides. 

This is Emily Kaplan’s third Hazon 
NY Bike Ride. She loves long bike 
rides, freshly harvested produce, 
poetry, and Brooklyn. Emily works 
full-time as the Teva Learning 
Center’s registrar.  

Lisa Kaplan had such a great time 
on the NY Ride last year that she 
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decided to come back for her 
second Ride. She has been doing 
freelance graphic design for Hazon 
for years, and now works at the 
JCCA.  

Glenn Katz is the Dairy Apprentice 
at Adamah. He has come to Isabella 
Freedman to learn everything there 
is to know about goats. 

Meira Katz is originally from Atlanta 
and now lives on the UWS. She is 
excited to spend another wonderful 
Labor Day Weekend with 
Hazon, good friends and great food!  
Meira wants to thank the logistics 
team for all their hard work.  

Debra Kaufman is a fifth grade 
teacher in Brooklyn and rides to 
school on most days. 

Daniel Max Kestin has participated, 
one way or another, in every New 
York Bike Ride, since the first one in 
2001. He met his wonderful wife, 
Elissa Meth Kestin at the 2005 ride, 
and 2011 is their baby daughter, 
Hazel’s 
first ride. 
Daniel 
serves on 
Hazon's 
Board, 
and was 
Hazon's 
person of 
the year 
in 2004. 
Elissa was 
on the Steering Committee for the 
NY Ride for several years and was 
the chair in 2008. 

Daniel Kieval is a lover of earthy 
Jews. After learning at Kayam Farm 
in Maryland and Kibbutz Lotan in 
Israel he is thrilled to be teaching at 
the Teva Learning Center this fall.  

Shira Klapper started riding when 
she was 12.  30 years later, she stills 
like to bike, and has added other 
adventures to the mix:  hiking, 
swimming, walking.   Shira is 
studying Gerontology and that 
keeps her young.  

Jerry Klein is a native NYer, born 
and raised in Kew Gardens Hills. I'm 
an avid cyclist and gear-junkie with a 
taste for Italian bikes and high-end 
gear. 

Leah Koenig is a food writer and 
author of The Hadassah Everyday 
Cookbook: Daily Meals for the 
Contemporary Jewish Kitchen 
(Rizzoli, 2011). She lives in Brooklyn 
with her husband Yoshie. 

Noam Kogen is excited to ride the 
one day ride as good way to 
participate with Hazon for a good 
cause while doing other things 
during part of Labor Day Weekend.  

Last year was Ari Konikoff’s first 
Hazon NY Bike Ride. He liked it so 
much that not only is he returning 
for my second year, but he is also a 
member of the ride committee. Ari is 
joined by his whole family incluing 
his wife Adina and new baby 
Amalya, parents Marty and Judy 
and sister Margo, all first timers to 
Hazon.    

Yair Kramer is excited to return for 
Shabbat.  He is currently working on 
his doctorate in psychology at 
Rutgers University. He is looking 
forward to spending the time with 
his girlfriend, Yael, who he met on 
the ride last year. 

David Krantz is the president and 
chairperson of the Green Zionist 
Alliance: The Grassroots Campaign 
for a Sustainable Israel. 

Ava and Larry Kravitz are long-time 
member of Congregation Eitz 
Chaim, Monroe NY. Ava is special 
education math teacher in a local 
high school and Larry is the 
Coordinator of Quality Assurance 
with Hudson Valley DDSO. They 
have three grown children and two 
grandsons. 

Jake Kriger is a retired dentist; semi-
retired psychotherapist; loving dad 
and Zaydee enjoying my family 
mature and grow together. 

Rachel Kriger is a licensed 
Acupuncturist in Maryland. She also 
enjoys organic gardening, creative 
cooking, stretching, rock climbing, 
biking, knitting, being in nature, 
laughing, breathing, celebrating 
Shabbat and Jewish Holidays, and 
more. 

 

Dylan Kurlansky is a fellow at 
Hazon. He is attending his first 
Hazon event and is excited to be 
part of this amazing organization. 

Eytan Kurshan is excited to be 
riding in his seventh Hazon New 
York Ride. Over the course of his 
prior six rides plus one Israel ride, 
Eytan has clocked an estimated 
1,836 miles with Hazon -- enough to 
circle Central Park 303 times! Eytan 
works as a pricing analyst for JetBlue 
Airways. 

Regina Lambert-Hayut is the 
cantor of Temple Beth Or of the 
Township of Washington, NJ. She 
loves to read, knit, bake, and do 
anything creative. Avishay Hayut 
will join Regina and their children 
Yoav (11) and Alon (10).  Avishay is 
a physical therapist and work mostly 
with the home bound.  

Belinda Lasky is celebrating her 
third year on the Steering 
Committee and crewing for the Ride.  
Her environmental habits have 
changed each year and for that she 
is thankful. 
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Bonnie Levine is the mother of 
Wendy Levine and grandmother and 
married to my 
soul mate for 
31 years. As a 
psychotherapi
st she is 
interested in 
renewing and 
reconnecting at the retreat.  

Danielle Levine hails from 
Westchester, near the river, where 
she wishes there was a bike path 
over the Tappan Zee Bridge. She is a 
single mom who, when not biking, 
enjoys yoga, playing with her kids, 
and teaching. 

Wendy Levine excited to be 
working at Hazon on the Cross USA 
Ride! I am a resident of Astoria, 
Queens and am activity involved in a 
book club, a running club and am an 
avid Mets Fan. 

Val Lieber lives and works in 
Brooklyn where she is Director of 
Education and Family Programs at 
Kane Street Synagogue. She likes the 
environment, biking, intelligent 
conversation, pickles, good food, 
fun, and singing. This is her second 
NY Bike Ride and is using training as 
an opportunity to explore a new 
place on bike over the summer. 

Dana Lilienthal is a Registered 
Dietitian living in Great Neck, NY. 
She practices yoga regularly and is a 
lover of travel and always dreaming 
of where her next adventure will be. 
This is Dana's first cycling event –
after many marathons and half 
marathons. 

Nancy Lipsey is the Ride Director for 
Hazon. She lives in Brooklyn with her 
dog Georgia. Nancy enjoys building 
terrariums, biking, kayaking, making 
ice cream and cooking for friends.  

Rachel Loebl is Chief of Staff at 
Hazon, where everyday she has the 
pleasure of indulging her love of 
biking, food, and 
organizing. Originally from Little 
Rock, Arkansas, she is now a full-time 
resident of the Upper West Side and 

a part-time hiker in Putnam 
Valley. This fall Rachel is planning on 
riding her first century. 

Rabbi Neal Joseph Loevinger is the 
rabbi of Temple Beth-El in 
Poughkeepsie, NY and has a Master's 
Degree in Environmental Studies 
from York University, Toronto. 

Jeremy Lowenstein lives in NYC 
and works in Global Marketing for a 
cosmetics company. Canadian born, 
Jeremy grew up in Newton, MA and 
is a graduate of Boston University. In 
his spare time, he teaches part time 
at FIT, is an avid NY Rangers and NE 
Patriots fan and enjoys cycling 
around Manhattan. 

David and Rachel 
Ludwig are leaving 
three kids at home 
and joining for their 
first NY Ride. Both 
rode in the Israel 
Ride in 2008 and 
highly recommend it to everyone. 

Eric Mack is Associate Dean at the 
Loma Linda University School of 
Pharmacy in California. He is Jon 
Drill's brother-in-law. This will be his 
third NY Ride as crew. 

Ran Maoz is a student in the Arava 
Institute for Environmental Studies. 
He has a BA in Economics and 
Management, and is planning a 
career that integrates all of the 
above. Ran is passionate about 
anthropology and traveling. 

David Marks is the Co-Director of 
the Teva Learning Center.  

Nathan Martin is a longtime Hazon 
fan, and daily bike-commuter, serves 
as Director of Student Life at the 
Reconstructionist Rabbinical 
College. He seeks to integrate 
sustainability practice throughout 
his life. Along with his partner Abby 
Weinberg, Nathan is a proud parent 
of two young children: Hadassah 
Tikva and Yehuda Weinmartin. 
Abby and the kids are joining us for 
Shabbat.  

Jonathan Matz is a recreational 
cyclist from Los Angeles, looking 
forward to putting my new bamboo 
bike to the test. 

Elisa McCool is a poet and writing 
teacher from Philadelphia, PA. She is 
currently an Adamah Fellow, and 
she is excited to be participating in 
her first Hazon ride. 

Marc Melzer is very 
excited to back for 
his fourth NY Ride. 
He's looking forward 
to tackling the 
distance after 
completing his first 
triathlon this summer. Marc is a 
Kehilat Hadar gabbai and a litigation 
attorney 
practicing in NYC. 
And he's that guy 
who got engaged 
on the NY Ride in 
'09 to Michal 
Telem. Michal is a 
6th grade teacher at the Churchill 
School in Manhattan. 

Robert Mendelson is a repeat 
Hazonik and enjoys its themes of 
green Judaism. He rides in many 
events and countries.  

Chana Messinger is a second year 
at the University of Chicago. She is 
the president of Jewish Action, a 
Jewish social justice organization, a 
math and physics major, a dedicated 
Hazonik and a supporter of the EPA. 

Daniel Messinger from Miami, born 
in Oklahoma, sojourned in New 
York.  

Ruth Messinger is back again with 
her husband Andrew Lachman, son 
and granddaughter. She is the 
President AJWS and member of the 
Hazon board. Ruth is interested in 
raising issues of global hunger, 
agriculture, world wide food justice. 

Michael Monheit is going to use the 
three day thinking of ways of giving 
back to the world. 
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David Morris and Elisheva Urbas 
are joined on the Ride by their three 
daughters. Avital will be a senior at 
Horace Mann School. Ronit will be 
starting 9th grade at SAR High School 
this week.  Yemima will be starting 
the 6th grade at Solomon Schechter 
School of Manhattan. Elisheva is the 
director of Makom Hadash, a space 
for second-stage Jewish non-profit 
organizations. 

Naomi Munz is originally from 
down under (Melborune), she now 
lives and works in Manhattan and 
hasn't yet discovered that there are 
other boroughs. Her good friend 
Meira decided that joining crew for 
the Hazon ride would be a good 
idea. 

The Najman Family live in Teaneck, 
NJ.  Father and sons riders, Jay, Tzvi 
and Ephraim are joined by mom 
Naomi and siblings Avishai and 
Eliana. Jay is an 8th grade science 
teacher at SAR Academy, in 
Riverdale, NY.  Ephraim is entering 
6th grade at Yavneh Academy and 
Tzvi is a senior at Torah Academy of 
Bergen County. They will be riding 
with grandmother, Marion Stein. 

Andrea Newman will be riding in 
her sixth ride and thanks Hazon for 
getting 
her 
into 
shape. 
When 
not 
riding, 
Andrea 
spends weekends on Lake Copake 
with her dog Izzie, friends and 
family. During the week, Andrea 
raises funds and awareness for 
Greenwich House, the 108 year old 
Settlement House that serves 
community with arts, education and 
social services.  

Gary Oppenheimer, a 2010 CNN 
Hero, is the founder of the 
AmpleHarvest.org Campaign 
enabling millions of home gardeners 
to donate excess garden produce to 
local food pantries across America. 

He is a long distance cyclist, Master 
Gardener, Rutgers Environmental 
Steward, town environmental 
commissioner, farms and now raises 
chickens for eggs. 

Anna Ostrovsky is a Hazon Board 
member.  

Lisa Pachtman Schlesinger is a 
teacher in New Jersey, mother of Ari 
and Noah and long-time Hazon 
supporter. She is excited to come for 
a relaxing Shabbat before the school 
year starts.  

You may recognize Charlie 
Paradise from his roles in previous 
Hazon productions such as “NY Ride 
2008” where he played a guy on a 
bike. This year, he will be featured in 
the twin roles of “bike loader 4” and 
“Powerade mixer 2”.  

Nati Passow is the co-founder and 
Executive Director of the Jewish 

Farm School. Nati has worked in the 
field of environmental education for 
over 10 years, and has published 
articles and curriculum on the 
subjects of Judaism and 
Sustainability. He currently oversees 
the Farm at Eden Village. 

Barbara Pearson is a member of 
Germantown Jewish Centre and 
Dorshei Derekh Minyan. She is a 
bicycle commuter & enjoys biking 
for leisure as well. She works as a 
school guidance counselor in the 
Philadelphia School District. 

The Platt Family 
are on their first 
NY Ride after 
Andrea Platt 
won a 
registration at 
the Sukkot 

Harvest Supper. Jack Platt is 7 time 
Israel Ride alum. They are coming 
with their son Louis, 13.  The Platt’s 
live in Wyncote, PA.  

Eric Platt is 56 and lives in the 
Gravesend section of Brooklyn. He is 
a construction project manager. Eric 
is very active in his Temple and 
currently a co-president.  He has 
been a casual bike rider my entire 
life and look forward to this 
experience. 

Samuel Plotkin is an Adamanik. He 
encourages everyone to Save A Car 
and Ride A Bike.  

Nechemia Polen and Lauri Wolff 
Polen are back for their fourth NY 
Ride. They live in Brighton, MA. 
Nehemia is a professor of Jewish 
Thought at Hebrew College in 
Boston and Lauri is recently retired 
as a speech and language 
pathologist.  

Rebecca Pristoop is a lover of all 
things active, creator of art and 
ideas; I'm on this planet to enjoy it 
and to share that joy with others. 

Ed Ravin has been involved in 
bicycle advocacy and organized 
bicycling for far too long. 

Monica Rawicz has been living in 
Northern Israel with my family for 
the past two years. I have loved 
riding here. I am returning to the US 
this summer.  

Michael 
Reingold is a 
musician and 
the Assistant 
Director of 
the JCC 
Thurnauer 
School of 
Music and 
also 
produces 
NYC House Concerts.  

David Rendsburg is the Assistant 
Director of the Ride Department at 
Hazon. His wife Rebecca Rendsburg 
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is returning to crew. She rode for 
three years straight, including a 
century in 2009.  

Sandy Rocks is a repeat rider, 
having completed 4 - beginning 
with the inaugural NYC ride in 2001. 
She is not the fastest but slow and 
steady has helped this middle-aged 
peddler make a respectable showing 
and have a really good time.  

Rhonda Rose loves to bicycle 
around Brooklyn and Manhattan.  

Rachel 
Ross is 
very 
excited to 
be on her 
first Hazon 
Ride as 
crew. She 
enjoys 
eating 
food from 
her CSA 
and spends her free time perfecting 
the science of cupcake baking and 
decorating.  

Doris and Steve Rubinsky are 
riding in their ninth NY Hazon Ride. 
Doris is a proud environmentalist, a 
fine cook, and appreciates the 
spiritual connection to the ride. She 
is a program director and a 
coordinator of volunteers who assist 
older adults in her job with Jewish 
Family Service of Orange County, 
NY. Steve is Deputy Executive 
Director for ARC of Rockland, an 
agency serving individuals with 
disabilities. Steve and Doris are both 
on the ride committee.  

Shira Sameroff discovered and fell 
in love with cycling with Hazon 3 
years ago. She has found Hazon to 
be the most accessible, supportive 
and fun group to ride with so she 
keeps coming back (this year as 
crew). Her other loves include 
Brooklyn, working with youth and 
yoga. 

After 5 years of supporting their 
daughter Jessica, Armand and Nora 
Saragovi are joining the Hazon Ride 

as crew. The Saragovis live in 
Ambler, PA and are excited to be 
sharing this experience with their 
daughters Jessica and Sharon.  

Mindy Schachtman is a native 
Minnesotan and avid football fan. 
 By day she is the Director of 
Institutional Advancement at 
Mechon Hadar and loves making 
pickles- which she learned from her 
mom and on the Hazon ride last 
year. 

Falynn Schmidt first experienced 
Hazon on the west coast at the food 
conference. Since she moved to DC, 
she has been looking for a way to 
get involved again with the 
amazing, like- minded people. She is 
looking forward to being part of the 
Hazon community. 

Nora Chana Schmolze excited to be 
riding on team Adamah this 
summer!  

Ashley Seiver is a summer 
Adamahnik who loves bikes + food! 

Mindy Shapiro taught herself how 
to ride a two wheeler at the age of 5. 
She is a Jewish communal 
professional, currently a Mussar 
Teacher and 
paper cut artist. 
She also loves 
cooking and 
growing 
vegetables in 
her organic 
garden. She is 
the proud 
mother of 
Caleb Shapiro Mendelsohn, a first 
grader who also likes to bike and is 
married to the wonderful Alan 
Mendelsohn who is at the ride to 
cheer her on.  

Garth Silberstein is a native 
Californian and sometime 
Brooklynite who loves Torah, the 
great outdoors and experimental 
theatre. 

Jessica Silver-Greenberg is a 
novice biker but excited enough to 

ignore it. She is a reporter and lives 
in Brooklyn.  

Anna Shaw is a senior at NYU 
creating a major in Social and 
Environmental Policy with a minor in 
Social Work. She will be working for 
Hazon in the fall on the Cross USA 
Ride.  

Susan Slesinger has ridden 5 NY 
rides as part of a tandem team with 
her husband Marvin Fields.  Marvin 

is a semi-retired radiologist living in 
California. They decided it was time 
to give back by crewing.  They are 
looking forward to relaxing and 
enjoying the Shabbaton without 
having to worry about riding the 
next day! 

Rabbi Amy Joy 
Small has been 
the rabbi of 
Reconstructioni
st Congregation 
Beth Hatikvah in 
Summit, NJ, 
since 1997. Rabbi Small is a fellow of 
Rabbis Without Borders, a leadership 
program of CLAL. She is a current 
participant in the Rabbinic 
Leadership Initiative of the Shalom 
Hartman Institute.   

Benjamin Snodgrass is new to New 
York City and looking forward to my 
first Jewish environmental activity. 
Plus his colleague Sandy Rocks 
made me do it. 

Marion and Ron Stein live in 
Brooklyn. Marion is a long time 
environmentalist, organic gardener 
and Jewish professional. She will be 
cheered on by her husband Ron who 
is an Eagle Scout.  
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Adena Steinberg is a clinical 
psychologist who lives in Brooklyn, 
NY. 

Danielle Stillman lives in 
Philadelphia with her husband Matt 
Utterback and two daughters, Leila 
and Yasmine. She is the campus 
rabbi at Ursinus College and teaches 
in the religion department there.  
Leila will turn 4 on September 2nd. 

Her goals in life right now are to be a 
mommy, and doctor/midwife and a 
yoga teacher. 

Victoria Sutton is a student at 
Yeshivat Maharat. She is a 
professional chef and the kitchen 
manager for this event.  

Tapani Talo will 
join the ride for 
Shabbat. It is his 
7th Ride. 

 

Rabbi David Teutsch teaches at the 
Reconstructionist Rabbinical College 
and serves on Hazon's board. An 
avid biker, he is excited about his 
latest book, A Guide to Jewish 
Practice: Everyday Spirituality. 

Avrum Tilman has been riding in 
NYC for the past 6 years. After 
participating in training rides and 
Bike to the Beach he is looking 
forward to his first NY Ride. 

Beulah Trey, Steve Masters and 
kids Ari and Charlie are coming 
back to the Ride from Philadelphia. 
Beulah is an organizational 
psychologist. Steve is a national 
leader of J Street.   

Emily Walsh is the Assistant Director 
of Education for Youth and Family at 

B’nai Jeshurun where she leads 
service-learning trips, writes and 
performs with Storahtelling, and 
helps students of all ages find 
meaningful connections to Judaism.  

Amir Weg lives in Chicago and is 
spending the summer farming at as 
an Adamah Fellow. 

Rabbi Sheila Weinberg is mother of 
Ezra Weinberg and Abby Weinberg 
and grandmother of four (three are 
with us). She works with the Institute 
for Jewish Spirituality training 
Jewish leaders to be more aware, 
connected and compassionate. 

David Weisberg is the Executive 
Director of the Isabella Freedman 
Jewish Retreat Center, after 
spending the past four years 
heading Friends of the Arava 
Institute. He is thrilled to be back 
with his family, Jamie and daughters 
Grace and Mikayla. Grace is nine 
years old loves singing and doesn't 
mind being the center of attention. 
Mikayla celebrated her Bat Mitzvah 
with a ceremony at Mizpe Ramon 
and parties in Ramallah, Amman, 
and Sde Boker.  

Jake W-M is the Communications 
Associate for Hazon. This is my 
second ride and I bike to work when 
I can because of my first Hazon ride. 

Jon Wood 
is excited 
to be on 
his first 
Hazon ride 
and to 
meet new 
people and 
enjoy the 
outdoors! 

Maddy 
Yasner 
works as a 
producer 
at Click3x, 
where she 
oversees all 
sorts of 
animation, 

visual effects, editorial, and audio 
projects for a variety of television 
networks. She is also an active 
participant at Kehilat Hadar and is 
proud to be riding on the Hadar 
team for her second NY Ride! 

Becca Yasner is very excited to be 
spending Shabbat at the NY ride! 

Val Yasner loves all things Hazon. 
She co coordinates Hazon CSA of 
Southern New Jersey, enjoys 
cooking and eating healthy great 
food and biking in beautiful places. 
Michael Yasner is here to cheer on 
their family and to enjoy a Hazon 
Shabbat. Mike is active in Philly 
Hazon activities and alum of many 
Hazon bike rides.   

Lina Zerbarini is Director of Jewish 
Life and Learning at the Sid 
Jacobson JCC. She seeks deeper 
connection with herself, others, the 
earth, and the Ain Sof and to 
facilitate that connection for others. 

Shawn Zevit is the Head of 
Sustainable Synagogue Initiative for 
the Reconstructionist Movement 
(www.jrf.org/climate) and Hazon 
Rabbinic Advisory Group and "Green 
Hevre". Simcha Zevit is a rabbi 
ordained through Aleph: Alliance for 
Jewish Renewal, and founder of 
HaMakom, an organization whose 
mission is to enrich the spiritual lives 
of Jews in the Cleveland area. She is 
celebrating her 50th birthday! 

Jeremy Zorn is native Floridian. Last 
spring, he graduated from New 
College of Florida with a degree in 
religion and psychology. 

 


